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Biography

Mr. Nelson has a long career in hospital administration having served as chief executive officer of hospitals and health systems in Indiana, Minnesota and Michigan.  From 1971 through 1988, Mr. Nelson developed the Henry Ford Health System, which has been recognized nationally as a leading model of a vertically integrated healthcare system.

Since leaving Michigan, Mr. Nelson has served as consultant and advisor to several hospital organizations and healthcare companies. 

Long active in hospital and healthcare association work at the state and national level, Mr. Nelson served as Chairman of the American Hospital Association in 1982.  He was instrumental in the founding of Voluntary Hospitals of America and served as its founding President from 1977 to 1981 managing VHA under the umbrella of Henry Ford Hospital. He serves as director or advisor to several healthcare companies and organizations.

Mr. Nelson received his Bachelor of Science degree in economics and a Master of Hospital Administration degree from the University of Minnesota. He received The Gold Medal Award for excellence in healthcare administration from the American College of Healthcare Executives in 1982, and was inducted into the Health Care Hall of Fame in March of 1999.

